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serini was in May 1524 sent to Florence, and for the next
three years Florentine affairs were administered by him
under orders from Rome, though the Signoria continued to
be ostensibly the ruling body.

With Cardinal Passerini Clement also sent Giuliano's son
Ippolito, now a handsome, intelligent, and attractive youth
of fifteen, who was looked upon by all as destined to suc-
ceed to the authority exercised by his father twelve years
before with such satisfaction to the Florentines. He took
up his abode with Cardinal Passerini at the Medici Palace,
assumed the title of "II Magnifico," and was elected a mem-
ber of the Government. A few months later there was also
sent to Passerini's charge, from Naples, where he had been
brought up, another.boy, Alessandro, then about thirteen,
who now for the first time appears in connection with Flor-
ence, and whose woolly hair and negro-like appearance had
already caused him to be called "The Moor."4 This boy's
origin was a secret. Born during the time that the family
were in exile he was in reality the son of Clement himself,5
but the latter had hidden the fact, and kept the boy out of
sight as long as he could. Subsequently, after Giuliano, Lo-
renzo, and Leo X were all dead, Clement brought this boy
forward as an illegitimate son of Lorenzo. The fact that
Clement had not begun to make this claim, and to pass
Alessandro off as Lorenzo's heir, at the time when he first
became Pope is corroborated by what took place on that occa-
sion. For when Clement on becoming Pope consulted the
envoys of Florence as to what he should do with regard to
that State, three of them advised him6 to give the supreme
power to a Gonfaloniere appointed from year to year "until
Ippolito was old enough to rule." It is significant that it was
Ippolito who was mentioned, and not Alessandro, as must
have been the case had the latter been declared at this time
to be the heir of Lorenzo. It was not until three or four years
later that Clement devised the scheme of passing over Ippolito